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MEMORIAL OF THE REV. P. MORGAN. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY TH0MAS EARL DE GREY, LORD LIEUTENANT 
GENERAL, AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 



The Memorial of Patrick Morgan, p. p„ of Lower Drumgooland, near Castle- 
wellan, in the county of Down, 

Showetb, 

That memorialist considered it a duty which he owes to the Roman -catholic 
inhabitants of this parish to lay before your Excellency the danger to which 
they are frequently exposed, from the unlawful conduct and behaviour of many 
persons in this parish and the adjoining one, who carry guns and fire-arms about 
and through this neighbourhood ; that these persons have frequently, without any 
provocation given them in word or action, discharged guns at the house of memo- 
rialist, and at the Roman-catholic chapel of Decomet, in which he officiates as 
Roman-catholic clergyman. 

That memorialist hath hitherto borne these attacks upon his own house and on his 
chapel without applying to the law to punish the perpetrators, from the persuasion 
that if he, a Roman-catholic clergyman, would appear to prosecute those who 
carried fire-arms through the parish, or who fired at his own house frequently, 
and at the Catholic chapel, that it would be attributed to party motives in him 
and so would tend to disturb rather than quiet the parish. That memorialist is 
convinced that it is to the indulgence extended to these persons that the late 
murder of Hugh M ‘Cardie can be justly traced, and that if those in this place 
to whom the preservation of Her Majesty’s peace is entrusted, had exerted them- 
selves vigilantly, or showed an unequivocal desire to punish these persons, that 
Hugh M ‘Cardie would not have been murdered. 

Moreover, that a great number of these persons who carried fire-arms in the town- 
land of Decomet and parish of Drumgooland, on last Christmas-dav, are known, 
and can be identified, and also those who fired *at the chapel on that day; and 
that Francis Charles Beers, j. p., has been informed of these persons. 

lhat memorialist begs that your Excellency will take such steps as you think 
nt, to prevent these persons from carrying fire-arms through the parish for the 
future, . and thereby your Excellency may prevent many more murders; as memo- 
rialist is convinced that if some means do not be used, that the murder of Hugh 
M‘Cardle is only the beginning, and that many more will be committed by these 
persons who are not, prevented from carrying fire-arms through the parish. 

And memorialist will ever pray. 

(signed) P. Morgan , p. p., 

7 January 1842. Lower Drumgooland. 



S‘ r > Dublin Castle, 10 January 1842. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge your memorial, com- 
plaining of persons being allowed to carry arms in the neighbourhood of Castle- 
wellan, and to inform you that it has been referred to Mr. Rowan, stipendiary 
magistrate at Banbridge, but that unless parties who shall be aware of illegal acts,, 
and competent to give evidence regarding them, like you, will tender information 
to the magistrates in the neighbourhood, it does not appear to his Excellency how' 
illegal acts can be prevented or punished ; if such information is given, no efforts 
on the part of Her Majesty’s Government shall be wanting to bring the offending 
parties to justice. 

I am, &c. 

Rev. Patrick Morgan, p. p. (signed) E. Lucas. 

Lower Drumgooland, Castlewellan. 

190. a 2 
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4 IRELAND : — MEMORIAL AND PAPERS RESPECTING 

To his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 

May it please your Excellency, 

I take the liberty of transmitting to your Excellency a copy of a letter wh‘ h 
I sent by two persons to Mr. Beers, j. p. in this district. 



“ Sir, 



“To Francis Charles Beers , Esq., Bally ward. 



“ I consider it a duty which I owe to the property and lives of the inhabitants 
of this neighbourhood and district, to lay before you, as the nearest magistrate the 
following facts. The bearer, Patrick Kearney, was informed by a younu man,* Joe 
Spiers, of Drumadonald, on Wednesday the 16th of this month, that a 'number of 
persons of his neighbourhood bought a considerable quantity of powder in Rath- 
iriland on the 9th of this month, and that he, Joe Spiers, saw them receiving the 
powder, and that it was the avowed intention of the aforesaid purchasers of pow- 
der to go to meet the prisoners who are confined in Downpatrick gaol on their 
returning home after their trial for the death of Hugh M‘Cardle ; and moreover 
that it was the avowed intention of the aforesaid purchasers of powder, in case 
that any Catholic would annoy them as they proceeded on the Queen’s highway 
under arms, to wreck the houses of the Catholics from Castlewellanto Banbridge. 

“ The bearer is ready, if required by you, to prove on oath the substance of the 
above statement, and thereby enable you to take such steps as you may think 
right for the preservation of the property and lives of Her Majesty’s subjects. 

“ I have, &c. 

(signed) “ P. Morgan , p. p. 

“ 21 February 1842.” “ Lower Drumgooland.” 

Your Excellency will find, should it be worthy of consideration, that powder can 
be easily procured in this district, and the memorial which I forwarded to your 
Excellency on the 7th of the last month, showed the practice that prevailed in this 
neighbourhood of carrying guns, and the assaults offered to my own house and 
the catholic chapel. I thought that the moral, peaceable, and loyal conduct of 
the Roman-catholics of this place would have procured for us the compassionate 
interference of your Excellency, and that our persons, our private houses, and our 
house of worship would not have been treated in the manner which I related to 
your Excellency, without an investigation to find out the cause of these daring 
attacks and outrageous insults ; and that we would not have been left entirely to 
the protection of the local magistrates, in the majority of whom (I am confident I 
speak the sentiments of thousands of Catholics in this parish, and of tens of thou- 
sands in the surrounding ones) I can say we have not confidence. Mr. Rowan, 
the stipendiary magistrate, never moved, as far as I can know, concerning the sub- 
ject of my memorial, although I was informed by your Excellency’s commands 
that it was referred to him. I would have preferred some other magistrate more 
removed from the suspicion of political leaning to any side, had my memorial 
been considered worthy of notice. I beg that your Excellency will excuse rny 
troubling you, I trust, for the last time. I would not have written to you at first 
had i not confidence in your protection. I hope your reliance on the local autho- 
rities may be realized} I fear my anticipations will prove true. 

With most profound respect, &c. 

-p , (signed) Patrick Morgan , p. p. 

23 -February 1842. Lower Drumgooland, Castlewellan. 



T Ir ’ Dublin Castle, 24 February 1842. 

have to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 23d instant, 
referring to a .previous memorial of the 7th January, and I am directed by his 
excellency to inform you, that no means shall be neglected that may tend to pre- 
serve the peace m the district referred to by you, and to allay the apprehensions 
as well as protect the property of its well-disposed inhabitants. No information 
nas yet been received from Mr. Rowan that could furnish an answer to your former 
memorial, but he has again been written to, and his Excellency trusts to have in a 
w days satisfactory intelligence to communicate. 

rpi d n ■ 1 •» I am, &c. 

1 ne Rev. Patrick Morgan, p. p., (signed) E. Lucas. 

Lower Drumgooland, Castlewellan. 
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OUTRAGES IN THE COUNTY OF DOWN. , 

County of Down. 

Banbridge, ]0 March 1842. 

m AVE deferred . makin g a report on the matters referred to bv the Rev 
Mr. Morgan, p. p. m his memorial to the Lord Lieutenant, date/the nth of 
last January, respecting an attack alleged to have been made on the chapel of 
Decomet, and also on his own residence on the 25th of December last- as also 
respecting that gentlemen's annexed letter of the 23d ultimo, in which he represents 
to the Government that gunpowder had been bought in Rathfriland by certain 
parties for illegal purposes. Until enabled to do so fully, which bein/now the 
case, I beg to s ate for bis Excellency’s information, that Mr. Morgan, availing 
h H o n, h f ^ Seem ’ ° f Mf ‘ L f aS S su Sg estioa '» M inute No. 2 on the same“ 

L the 8ft Tnaf,„ P , er r S S ™ moned to attend the P el ty ^ssions of Castlewellan, 
on the 8th instant, to answer a charge on that behalf. With reference to thai 
chaige, it may be only necessary to state, that the case being called on in its 
nlsirme°i U t rSe ’ W earaIlce of any person whatever to support or 

The terms of ^ R W “.J° f S“ rae > , enlered in ,he P ett y sessions book accordingly. 
The teims of the Rev. Mr. Morgans abandonment of the charge will be found in 
his annexed notices to George He, land, the clerk of the petty sessions; as also 3 
(endorsed on the first of them) my instructions to the snb-iaspector of police on 

Shnidd h. n Hh \ af °P a h,m such circumstances the case 

should be called by the clerk of petty sessions. The magistrates assembled on the 
ex P r ® ssed fhe'r regret that a charge of such a serious nature should 
have been made and abandoned, without an opportunity being afforded for a rigid 

ment7 ° r fal ® eh “ od - Tb <7 requested of me to express their senti- 

ments, to that effect, to the Rev. Mr. Morgan, which I have done accordingly, 
and a copy of my letter to that gentleman is annexed to this Report. 

As respects Mr. Morgan’s second allegation, adverted to above, namely, that a - 

witWie' f,o 6r T- S “IT * e !ate 03sizes ’ bou S ht gunpowder at Rathfriland, 

1th the avowed intention of going to meet, the persons charged with the death of 
""8““ ^ rd i e ’ "hen returning home after the trial, and with the determination 
to wreck the houses of any Roman-catholic who might annoy them 011 the Queen’s 
highway I have to state, that having examined on oath (in conjunction with Mr. 
Beers) the persons alleged to have made such statement, we learned that it was 
entirely unfounded. The depositions of the two persons examined, both of the 
same name, viz. Joseph Spiers, and both sons of pensioners of the same name, and 
oneof whom was alleged to have given the information in question to Mr. Morgan’s 
mlormant, are also annexed to this Report. 6 

It is a striking illustration of the readiness of that gentleman to charge the local 
magistrates' wuh remissness m fulfilling their duties, that the letter iuforminvMr. Beers 
cl the powder in question being purchased, hears date the 21st of February, and 
t0 Mr ' Luccas, the 23d of the same month— certainly not thereby allowing 
(before making his complaint) much time for magisterial interference, and a' 
singular proof of how little such statements are to be regarded,— that I myself, 
assisted by Mr. Beers, had instituted a rigid inquiry on oath into the truth of the 
allegation, on the 22d of February, that being the verv day after the receipt of ’ 
Mr. Morgan s complaint, and only the day before he made his representation to 
tne Lrovernrnent. 

I feel I shall best consult what is due to myself and to the Government, by taking 
r° a 00 ??®. °* ^ lr - Morgan’s insinuation respecting my own “political leanings;” 

. should however add, that we also examined on oath a man named Kearey, who, 

« appears, was Mr. Morgan's authority for the statement. All he could tell us was, 
hat a boy whom he had never before seen, whom he has not since seen, and whom 
he thinks he might perhaps know on seeing him again, told him on the highway 
the story in question. He heard, he said, on subsequent inquiry, that this boy’s 
name was Joe Spiers, the son of a pensioner of Drummadonald, also named Joe 
filers; the two persons whom we examined, and whose depositions are annexed, 
being the only two individuals in that parish answering such description. In con- 
M tu’ 1 > eg res P ectfu %' t0 observe, that Mr. Lucas’ Minute No. 1, on 
r 11 r * Morgan’s memorial, merely directs that the memorial should be “ transmitted 
0 Mr. liowan at Banbridge for his information,” but requires no Report. 

P r (signed) Hill W. Rowan, r. m. 

Lucas, Esq. Under Secretary, 

&c. &c. &c. ... 

J 90. a 3 
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6 IRELAND MEMORIAL AND PAPERS RESPECTING 



Sir, Lower Drumgooland, 2S February 1842 

On account of a communication from Dublin Castle relative to the assault m b 
or. Decomet Chapel, on the 25th of December last, I wish to inform you that it 6 
not the intention of the committee of Decomet Chapel, or of him who procured tlT 
summonses for the offenders, to take any further steps, as the matter, at present is 
under the consideration of the Government, or at least they have given directions 
to the local authorities concerning it. 



To Mr. George Hyland. 



Your, & c. 

(signed) P. Morgan. 



My dear Sir, Tollymore Park, 4 March 1842. 

The case adverted to in this letter ought certainly to be called on at the next 
Castlewellan petty sessions, to which the alleged offenders have been summoned 
to answer for an assault on the Chapel of Decomet, and the Rev. Mr. Morgan’s 
house, on the 25th December last. It is the proper means by which the magis- 
trates will be enabled to make the offenders amenable to justice, should die 
charge be proved against them. I am not aware of any communication (as 
adverted to by the Iiev. Mr. Morgan) from Dublin Castle, further than that the 
Government are anxious to ascertain whether there are grounds for the complaint 
in question, and most desirous to bring the offenders, if they can be discovered to 
justice. 5 

Believe me, &c. 

To P. Brenan, Esq., New Castle. (signed) Hill IV. Korean. 

N.B . — The above was addressed by me to the sub-inspector, 011 Hyland’s 
requesting to be informed whether, under such circumstances, the case should be 
brought before the magistrates at petty sessions. 



. Lower Drumgooland, 3 March 1842. 

I left a notice for you a few days since, informing you, that on account of a 
communication from Dublin Castle, relative to the attack on Decomet Chapel on 
the 25th December last, I would not take any further steps at present against the 
persons who carried guns in the mob on that day, as the matter was before the 
Government. 

To Mr. George Hyland. (signed) P. Morgan. 



T ^ ir > Banbridge, 9 March 1842. 

I attendee the petty sessions of Castlewellan yesterday to investigate the 
charges made by you, and, as it appeared, by the committee of the Chapel of 
Decomet, against various persons alleged to have unlawfully assembled in arms, 
and assaulted that chapel on the 25th December last, and for which alleged 
onence summonses had been issued to summon the attendance of the alleged 
.offenders. It seemed extraordinary (and was very unsatisfactory) to the other 
magistrates present, as also to myself, that some of those who preferred a complaint 
o such an outrage did not attend to afford an opportunity of punishing the offenders, 
nad the charge appeared well founded, especially as you viewed it in so serious a 
light as to consider it necessary to make a representation to the Gtwernmeut on 
tne subject, on the character and nature of which it forms no part of my duty to 
advert to further at present. Having deferred making a report to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant till a public inquiry in the court of petty sessions at Castlewellan should 
enable me to state to what extent its allegations were well founded and supported, 
it will now- be my duty to state that the prosecution of the inquiry has been aban- 
+ °?i e V* * ul ^ ier ac ^> that although the complaint contained in your letter 
to the Government, of the 23d ultimo, respecting the purchase of gunpowder at 
xtathtruancl for unlawful purposes, has been fully and satisfactorily investigated, 
o not cousider it my duty to make any observations to yuu resDecting as 
yon have now that I am aware of, brought that complaint before the public, with 
a view oil public inquiry. 

Tbe Rev. P. Morgan. ' (signed) W. Rowan . ' 
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OUTRAGES IN THE COUNTY OF DOWN. , 

County of Down, 1 The informations of Joseph Spiers, son of Josiah Spiers of 
• I, , I I)rumm ^ onlll d, pensioner, who, being duly sworn and exa- 
mined, saith that he was m the town of Rathfriland on Tast Monday week • he 
went to see if he could get a chain, but did not get it. He did not go into a 
shop m Rathfriland that day at all, only into Cronnly’s office. He thinks he got 
home again to his said fathers house at about nine o’clock in the evening He 
went to Rathfriland, and returned from it quite alone ; he did not meet with or 
overtake any one, nor had he any conversation with any person, either going to 
or returning from Rathfriland. He knows no person of the name of Kearney. 

his 

Joseph x Spiers , 

Sworn before us this 22d day of February 1842. 

(signed) Hill W. Rowan, 

Fra s . C. Beers. 



County of Down,! The examination of Joseph Spiers, son to Joseph Spiers of 
to wit. f Drummadonald. nensionpr wVin 0,,, Li 



• a - 1 T , J ^rummadonald, pensioner, who being duly sworn and exa- 
mined, saith -That he never saw any person buy gunpowder in Rathfriland, nor 

f.i7., eV j r tell any person that he had seen any one buying gunpowder in 
■ Hath inland, baith that he does not know any person of the name of Kearney. 

his 

Joseph x Spiers, 

o , p , mark, 

bworn before us this 22d February 1842. 

(signed) Hill IV. Rowan. 



Lower Drutngooland, 11 March 1842. 

I have received your letter of the 9th of this month, in which you state that 
you attended the petty sessions of Castlewellan on the day before, to investigate 
the charges made bv me against persons alleged to have -unlawfully assembled in 
arms and assaulted Decomet Chapel. You say, also, that it appeared, or seemed 
extraordinary to you, that none attended of those who preferred the complaint. 
rvJow, sir, 1 beg to state, that it appears to me very extraordinary that you would 
nave come to investigate the subject of my memorial to the Government without 
having let me know that you intended to do so. How could I have known that 
you intended to come to Castlewellan petty sessions ? If a serious investigation 
t * . e c *J ar g es anc * complaints contained in my memorial had been contemplated, 
I trunk I ought to have received previous information, for at least a short time 
before, that I might have leisure to bring forward witnesses. You cannot be unac- 
quainted with the reason which I assigned tor not advising the witnesses to 
appear, if the clerk of the petty sessions informed you of the substance of the 
communication which I sent to him on the subject. The reason assigned was, 
t at I had received lately a communication from the Government relative to the 
subject of my memorial, and that I did not wish to proceed, so long as the 

overnment had given directions to you concerning the matter, least I might in 
any way interfere with any arrangements made by jou for the investigation which 
1 expected you would have made. I received the communication from the 
Crovernment after the summonses had been issued, and which summonses were 
asked for only after I thought the Government had declined taking any further 
notice of the subject. I trust these reasons will remove the extraordinary and 
unsatisfactory sensations which the non-appearance of the witnesses on last Tues- 
ay produced. Regarding the powder said to be purchased at Rathfriland, I have 
to say, that it was anxiety to preserve the peace of the country that induced me to 
tntei fere in the matter ; and I believe my interference was of great service in pre- 
serving the peace of the country.. The- very uncourteous manner in which mv 
communication was received by the person to whom I directed it, induced me to 
believe that he would not pay any attention to it, therefore I sent it to the Govern- 
ment. Words or writing will not restore tranquillity to this very disturbed coun- 

1 R°* a 4 try. 
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8 IRELAND : — MEMORIAL AND PAPERS RESPECTING 

try, and I inform you now, that the practice of carrying arms prevails still in this 
neighbourhood. On last Monday there was a shooting-match in this parish - and 
the habit of beating drums, discharging guns by night, assembling in mobs/ and 
cheering, & c. &c., is very common ; and some daring outrages have been'com- 
mitted, which the fear of vengeance from the perpetrators prevents the affrio-hted 
sufferers from laying before the authorities. You will perceive, on reflection^ that 
to prevent these things, and to give protection to the people of this district and 
neighbourhood, something more would be required than an unexpected appear- 
ance at Castlewellan petty sessions. Meu cannot continue firing every ni<*ht 
without having powder ; and 1 believe if a searching investigation had been made 
there would have been very extraordinary facts established concerning powder 
You let me know that you will inform the Government that the prosecution of the 
inquiry has been abandoned ; if you do so, I will consider it my duty to lay before 
the Government also, the manner in which you proceeded to make inquiry, after 
a delay of about two months. 1 wish you to understand, that the summonses issued 
from Castlewellan petty sessions are not to be understood to comprise the charo-es 
and complaints contained in my memorial, and which I had expected would have 
been the subject of the investigation directed to be made by the Government. 

I have, &c. 

To Hill W. Rowan, Esq. (signed) P. Morgan . 

&c. he. &c. 

P- S. — If this close our correspondence, I will consider it justice to myself to 
publish it with your letter. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, n March 1842, 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to inquire whether you have, at any 
time since the 25th of December 1841, been furnished by Mr. Morgan, p.p. with 
the names of any parties who could give information relative to the firing at his 
house or chapel; and if so, whether you have taken any and what steps there- 
upon. 



F. C. Beers, Esq. 
Bally ward, Castlewellan. 



I have, &c. 
(signed) E. Lucas. 



™ r > Ballyward Lodge, 12 March 1842. 

I have to inform you, in reply to your letter of the 11th instant, I have not 
been furnished by Mr. Morgan, p.p. with the names of any parties who could 
give information relative to the firing at his house or chapel. 

I have, &c. 

E. Lucas, Esq. Castle, Dublin. (signed) Fras. C. Beers. 



^ ir ’ Dublin Castle, 14 March 1842. 

Adverting to the statements in your communications of the 7th of January 
and 23d of February, I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to inform you that 
upon reference to Mr. Beers, j.p. it appears that no names have been furnished 
to that gentleman of any parties who could give information relative to the firing 
at your house or chapel, and as there is no information in possession of the Govern- 
ment which will enable them to discover the offenders, you are requested to fur- 
nish such if in your power, in order that proceedings may be taken thereupon ; 
and I am to express his Excellency’s regret that you should have declined to 
proceed with your complaint on this subject at the petty sessions of Castlewellan, 
on the 8th instant, when parties were summoned, and Mr. Rowan, s,m. in 
attendance for the purpose of investigatipg the case, 

I am, &c. 

The Rev P. Morgan, p.p, (signed) E. Lucas. 

Castlewellan. ' 8 ’ 
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OUTRAGES IN THE COUNTY OF DOWN. g 

I had the honour to receive yesterday vn„r *4. March 1S42. 

the absence of any prosecution of the Dersons ch-> ■ j° ■ i' E 1 ltb instant. Should 
catholic chapel of Decotnet on the 2sth Dereml^ 6 , w ’ tlassau tla 8 tbe Roman- 
apprehension on your part, fresh rT 

explanation to that effect, and I shall be rearh/tn • ^ nec * oa a satisfactory 

investigation. I beg you may not ,k J r ““ “ aglStrates in ** 

by declining to enter into a discussion of the ^ any disrespect to you, 
Mth which you have honoured ™ ^ ExLttion on™ ’ n ^ letter 

necessary, must be reserved for the Government, whose Levant" t? ““ 

The Rev. P. Morgan. (sig 



Sir t 

„in. , Lower Drumgooland, 16 March i8av 

1 ^J, thai ?^ ful t ? y° u fo [ the information communicated to me in your letter of 
the 14th, with which you have honoured me 7 <Wn it T i Aar « ? • . 01 

a satisfactory explanation, I will be permitted to force on a p^LufilTaS 
those who assaulted my chapel. I am also under obligations to you for you? Dro 

“broutht forward Tf‘ ma = lstrates in Iist “ in S to the charges which may 
be brought forw ard. I fear your answer to me, when known, will not terrifv the 

aggressors, or give confidence of protection to the injured. I beg It ™ u wilt 
not consider that I think myself entitled to any explanation from you concern^!! 

Sdf rtlbkdyou “ ’ dea " aS “ 0t imended ‘° be C ° nVe y ed 1,1 the with 

To Hill W. Rowan, Esq. ' r si ,„„ d J haV ?; & , c , 

&c. &c. &c. ( g0ed ' ) p - Morgan. 



,, . Dublin Castle, 16 March 1 8a:> 

Referring to previous correspondence relative to the firing at the chapel' of 
Decomet, and at your house, I am to inform you that the Lord Lieutenant 
av, eg perused a Report of Mr. Rowan, it. M., dated the i 5 th instan“ a 
etterof yours to him, dated the nth instant, has directed Mr. Rowan to attend at 
he first convenient petty sessions of Castlewellan, for the purpose of inquirin ' 
nto the charges preferred by you as to firing at Decomet chapel, and at vou? 
esidence, on the 25th of December ; aDd has further directed Air Rowan to 

- maybes “ d *“—■» 

THe CastImveDanf' aa ' (signed) 1 ' ^ t Luca , 



n Slr ’ , „ Ganbridge, 17 March 1842. 

Referring to my letter of the 14th instant, as also to a communication since 
eceived by me from Mr. Lucas on the same subject, 1 request to be informed wlie- 

r„r;T y0Ur " lsfa *? haTe , tbe , P arlies > wh ° ara alleged to have assaulted the 
(' e of ^ ecomtt ’ on the 25th of December last, again summoned to the petty 
sessions of Castlewellan, as 1 informed you in my last communication was still at 
jour option. Should this be your desire, the clerk of the petty sessions will, on the 
lames being supplied to him, prepare fresh summonses, which any of the neivh- 
oourmg magistrates, or myself, will sign accordingly. In order that no misap- 
prenension on your part, as alluded to in your former letter, shall prevent substan- 
™ justice from being effected, the next petty sessions court-day, viz. the 22d 
nstant, will probably be too early for the convenience of any of the parties, but 
presume there is no reason why summonses shall not be issued, should vou 
esire !t > for the next forthcoming court-day, viz., the 5th of April next, 
m, I have, &c. 

/ „ P - M° r g a[1 - (signed) HiU IV. Rowan. 

SC. &c. &c. 

190. B 
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Sir, Banbridge, 17 March 1842. 

T omitted to state in my letter of this date, which however was implied, that 
I should attend at any inquiry to be instituted at Castlewellan, in order to assist 
the magistrates on that occasion. 

I have, &c. 

Rev. P. Morgan, (signed) Hill W. Rowan. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Sir Lower Drumgooland, 16 March 1842. 

In reply to the communication from the Lord Lieutenant to me through you, 
I request that you will lay before his Excellency the following correspondence 
between Mr. Rowan, stipendiary magistrate, and myself; it will enable his Excel- 
lency to judge of the treatment which I have experienced in applying to him for 
redress, and the protection which has been afforded to the outraged in this very 
disturbed neighbourhood : 

“Sir, “ Banbridge, 9 March 1842. 

“ I attended the petty sessions of Castlewellan yesterday to investigate the 
charges made by you, and, as it appeared, by the committee of the chapel of 
Decomet, against various persons alleged to have unlawfully assembled in arms, 
and assaulted that chapel on the 25th December last, and for which alleged 
offence summonses had been issued to summon the attendance of the alleged 
offenders. It seemed extraordinary (and was very unsatisfactory) to the other 
magistrates present, as also to myself, that some of those who preferred a com- 
plaint of such an outrage did not attend to afford an opportunity of punishing the 
offenders, had the charge appeared well founded, especially as you viewed it in 
so serious a light as to consider it necessary to make a representation to the Go- 
vernment on the subject, on the character and nature of which it forms no part of 
my duty to advert to further at present. Having deferred making a report to the 
Lord Lieutenant, till a public inquiry in the court of petty sessions at Castlewellan 
should enable me to state to what extent its allegations were well founded and sup- 
ported, it will now be my duty to state, that the prosecution of the inquiry has been 
abandoned. I beg further to add, that although the complaint contained in your 
letter to the Government of the 23d ultimo, respecting the purchase of gunpowder 
at Rathfriland f®r unlawful purposes, has been fully and satisfactorily investigated, 
I do not consider it my duty to make any observations to you respecting it, as 
you have now, that I am aware of, brought that complaint before the public, with 
a view on public inquiry. 

“ I have, &c. 

“The Rev. P. Morgan.” (signed) “ Hill IV. Rowan” 



Answer. 

“ Sir, Lower Drumgooland, 11 March >842. 

“ I have received your letter of the 9th of this mouth, in which you state that 
you attended the petty sessions of Castlewellan on the day before, to investigate 
the charges made by me against persons alleged to have unlawfully assembled m 
arms and assaulted Decomet chapel. You say also, that it seemed extraordinary 
and unsatisfactory to you that none attended of those who preferred the com- 
plaint. Now, sir, I beg to state, that it appears to me very extraordinary that you 
would come to investigate the subject of my memorial to the Government without 
having let me know that you intended to do so. How could I have known that 
you intended to come to Castlewellan petty sessions ? If a serious investigation 
of the charges and complaints contained in my memorial had been contemplated, 
I think I ought to have received previous information for at least a short time 
before, that I might have leisure to bring forward witnesses. You cannot be 
unacquainted with the reason which I assigned for not advising the witnesses to 
appear, if the clerk of the petty sessions informed you of the substance of the com- 
munication which I sent to him on the subject. The reason assigned was, that 
had received lately a communication from the Government relative to the subjec 
of my memorial, and that I did not wisli to proceed so long as the .Government 
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had giren directions to you concerning the matter, least I might in any way inter- 
fere with any arrangements made by you for the investigation which I expected 
you would have made. 

“ I received the communication from the Government after the summonses had 
beeD issued, and which summonses were asked for only after I thought that the 
Government had declined taking any further notice of the subject. I trust that 
these reasons will remove the extraordinary and unsatisfactory sensations which 
the non-appearance of the witnesses on last Tuesday produced. Regarding the 
powder said to be purchased in Rathfriland, I have to say that it was an anxiety 
to preserve the peace of the country that induced me to interfere in the matter, and 
I believe my interference was of great service in preserving the peace of the 
country. The very uncourteous manner in which my communication was received 
by the person to whom I directed it, induced me to believe that he would oot pay 
any attention to it, therefore I sent it to the Government. Words or writing 
will not restore tranquillity to this very disturbed country; and I inform you now', 
that the practice of carrying arm's prevails still in this neighbourhood. "On last 
Monday there was a shooting match in this parish; and the habit of discharging 
arms by night, beating drums, assembling in mobs, and cheering, &c. &c., is very 
common ; and some daring outrages have been committed, which the fear of ven- 
geance from the perpetrators prevents the affrighted sufferers from laying before 
the authorities. You will perceive, on reflection, that to'prevent these things, and to 
give protection to the people of this district and neighbourhood, something more 
would be required than an unexpected appearance at Castlewellan petty sessions. 
Men cannot continue firing, almost every night, without having powder ; and 
1 believe if a searching investigation had been made, there would have been very 
extraordinary facts concerning powder. You let me know, that you will inform 
the Government that the prosecution of the inquiry has been abandoned. If you 
do so, I will consider it my duty to lay before the Government also the manner in 
which you proceeded to make inquiry after a delay of almost two months. I wish 
you to understand that the summonses issued for Castlewellan petty sessions are 
not to be understood to comprise the charges or complaints contained in my memo- 
rial, and which I had expected would have been the subject of the investigation 
directed to be made by the Government. 

“ I have, &c. 

“ To Hill W. Rowan, Esq. (signed) “ P. Morgan .” 

&c. &c. &c” 

With regard to the statement of Mr. Beers to his Excellency, I have to say that 
I sent a man, named John Mageen, to lay the case of the armed mob and the 
assault on the chapel before him, and that John Mageen went and informed Mr. 
Beers of it on the 28th of December last; and Mr. Beers, on hearing of it,, turned 
away rapidly, saying, at the same time, “ That is a summoning case.” The charge 
was also mentioned in the presence of Mr. Beers on the 26th of the. same month, 
in Ballyroney, where he was at the inquest on the body of Hugh M‘Cardle ; and 
Mr. Beers ordered John Mageen to remain for some time in the place till he would 
have leisure to hear the particulars from him, as he was witness of the assault, 
and the armed mob; but, however, Mr. Beers declined inquiring any further after 
the atfair. He himself has acknowledged since to a very respectable person in this 
parish, that information was offered to him on the subject. I am prepared to 
bring forward witnesses to prove these statements. I deferred laying the case be- 
fore his Excellency from the 28th of December till tbe 7th of January following, 
that I might afford Mr. Beers leisure to look after the outrage of which he had been 
informed ; and if he had even manifested. his disapprobation of it to the offenders, 
I would not have troubled the Government with the case. With regard to the 
request that I would furnish information to the Government that would enable 
them to punish the offenders, I say with the utmost sincerity that I thank his Ex- 
cellency lor his wish to protect us ; and I request that he will bear with me for a 
little whilst I lay my case, and that of the distressed people ot this place, before 
him. 

As far as I am concerned, I wish not to take any part in a criminal prosecution ; 
1 think it more becoming my sacred office to relieve the suffering than to call for 
punishment on the guilty. 1 wish rather to prevent crime, than to punish it when 
committed. Therefore, I prayed his Excellency, in my memorial to him, to take 
190. b 2 steps 
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steps to prevent crime : I^never prayed for punishment. And I am convinced that 
if the parties who assaulted Decomet chapel were even punished, that the country 
would be more disturbed by it than pacified. One of the persons summoned at 
the direction of the committee of Decomet chapel, for having been in the armed 
mob, some of whom assaulted the chapel, had the boldness to come into my own 
house, and tell me that if the offenders were prosecuted (and he admitted to 
myself that he was armed in the mob) the country would become disturbed by it 
and threatened me that it might be necessary for myself to leave the county 
A letter has been dropped in the neighbourhood containing threats of assassination' 
and some persons in the midst of day utter imprecations against me, and I have 
been insulted by them whilst visiting one of my flock, and for all these thino-s the 
reason assigned is, that I have dared to complain of the assault offered to mv 
chapel. The boldness of these persons has of late become so extreme (for they 
say, as can be proved, that they will not be punished if they kill a Catholic) that 
they have committed many outrages. A loaded gun was discharged into a man’s 
house whilst his family were in bed ; men have been abused, and their lives 
endangered, and no application has been made for redress to the authorities 
whether on account of the insulting manner in which their complaints are some- 
times listened to, or the obstacles thrown in their way when they seek redress or 
the fear of vengeance from the perpetrators, or the wide-spread despair of justice 
produced by late events in this county, may not be known in every case 5 but 
certain is it, that these reasons together have produced disastrous effects. As 
1 have stated to Mr. Rowan, guns are discharged almost every night, drums beat, 
threats held out, &c. This is our state. I think his Excellency would not call on 
me to come forward to prosecute a number of armed men, or even to furnish their 
names for prosecution, who declare that they will have vengeance if I do so, and 
thereby expose me and the people here to the vengeance of an armed country. 
What I beg of his Excellency, and what I request, is protection. This I am con- 
vinced can be given by sending a station of police to be located in the western 
part of the parish, for we are removed for a considerable distance from any police 
station. If his Excellency would afford this protection for us, he would receive 
our grateful thanks, lie would pacify the country, he would awe down the offender, 
he would give confidence to the injured, he would have our enduring gratitude, 
and the writer, after a prayer for lasting happiness to his Excellency, would thank 
God that, in peace and retirement, he could instruct his flock, unconnected with 
strifes and the public arguments and statements produced by, or which may arise 
Irom, the unhappy state of things in this neighbourhood. 

Should his Excellency not condescend to hear this humble prayer, which I am 
instructed by the most respectable portion of my flock to make to him, I am pre- 
pared to prove every statement contained in my memorial of the 7th January, and 
also the statements in my former communication as well as this. I can produce 
witnesses to establish the facts ; but my sense of duty as a clergyman, and my 
persuasion of the evil consequences, compel me to request not to be required to 
produce testimony against any one individual to be prosecuted, although I have 
abundance of evidence in my power: that is, whilst I by no means shrink from 
proving the truth of my memorial, but will do so if required, I wish no man to 
suffer, but all to return to peace and harmony. 

I have, &c. 

To E. Lucas, Esq., (signed) P. Morgan. 

Under Secretary, Dublin Castle. 

P. S. As I was preparing to send the above to the post-office, six miles distant 
from me, I have been honoured by another letter from you of the 16th,. in which 
his Excellency s commands are communicated to me concerning the subject of my 
memorial. I beg still to submit the above statement, and humbly request that his 
Excellency will consider the situation in which 1 would be placed, by prosecuting 
or being the means of prosecuting men, one of whom came into my bed-room and 
threatened me as related above. I request protection. I never called for punish- 
ment on any one from his Excellency. I may mention, that I did not state that 
my place was fired at on the 25th of December last. 

Yours, &c. 

lo E. Lucas, Esq. &c.j (signed) P. Morgan. 

17 March 1842. 
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County op Down. 



„ JBanbridge, 20 March 1842. 

The two annexed papers were, by some oversight, omitted to be annexed to 
my Report : of the loth instant, m the Rev. Mr. Morgan’s case. I revest thev 
may be added to the other papers appended to the same : they will serve to show 
he mmd of that gentleman as respected me, and the misrepresentations made to 
him (as in the case of the purchase of gunpowder), all of which it appears he 
rece ved as facts, and acted on them accordingly. I trust it is needless for me to 
state that I never used any expressions in the slightest degree resembling what 
to certify^" " CSeS ’ aiK! Very lm P r0 P erl y tampered with the petty sessions” clerk 

E. Lucas, Esq. &c. &c. (signed) Hill W. Reman, it. ii. 



r ... . New Castle, 12 March 1842. 

I TAKE the liberty of enclosing the communication received this morning from 
Mr. Morgan, and as your name is particularly mentioned in the same, I defer 

nir Tn UntI ‘ V ece,ve you on the subject, as I know 

perfectly well that no such expressions were made use of, but that yon appeared 
there to punish where it was justly due. J ' 

t u w Tp (signed) Geo . Hyland , c.p.s. 

CastleweHan. 

This person is clerk of petty sessions at Castlewellan. 

(signed) H. W. R. 



r 1 IT- w . Lower Drumgooland, 10 March 1842 

I would feel obliged to you if you would be so kind as to let me know if vou 
received a communication from me by Serjeant Scott, in which I stated my rea- 
sons for declining to take any further steps on last Tuesday, regarding the attack 
made on my chapel ,&c. on Chnstmas-day last! and if you let the magistrates 
pies'dmg know that I sent a letter to you. I have been informed that Mr. Rowan 
stated m open court, that it appeared that my complaint to the Government 
was without foundation. I cannot believe that he would have given utterance 
0 any such sentiment, particularly as he to whom the subject was referred by the 
Gmemmert, never thought it necessary to apprise the parties complaining of his 
coming to Castlewellan petty sessions. If you would not think that it would in 
any way be an unreasonable request, I would thank you if you would let me know 
11 such words as the above were uttered concerning me. 

T °1 G S HM 0 (signelrW*. 



t Ir * . , Dublin Castle, 21 March 1842. 

1 am commanded by the Lord Lieutenant to inform you that his Excellency 
«as directed a police station to be established in the parish of Drumgooland, in 
such position as may appear best calculated to prevent any breach of the peace 
and to allay any apprehensions that may be entertained of such by the well dis- 
used inhabitants. His Excellency has also directed that the intended removal of 
h r * , ren 5 h ’ M,J fr° m PortadowD, he deferred for the present, in order that if a 
“ each of the peace should unhappily take place in the county of Down, there 
a X. e no vvan t of magistrates to take such steps as may appear necessary. 

„ 1 IS , P xc ellency, without desiring to urge a gentleman of your sacred profession, 
no charged with the important duties which belong to it, to put yourself forward 
. le P . c prosecution of offenders, yet feels it necessary for the sake of public 
tranquillity, and for the maintenance of the respect that ought to attach to those 
concerned in the administration of the law, to call upon you to put the Govern- 
ment in possession of the means of investigating the grave charges preferred by 
19 °' »3 you 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




14 



IRELAND:— MEMORIAL AND PAPERS RESPECTING 



you in your memorials and letters as to the state of your neighbourhood ; the 
attacks made upon your house and chapel of Decomet by shots fired thereat ■ 
and the alleged neglect and disregard of your representations by the local and 
stipendiary magistrates. And in order to a full investigation of the facts affecting the 
public peace, and of your personal safety, his Excellency again requests that* you 
will furnish Mr. Rowan, r. m., with the names and residences of all persons whom 
you consider capable of giving information as to the circumstances you complain 
of, for the purpose of their being summoned to a petty sessions which his Excel- 
lency will direct to be held at Castlewellan on Tuesday the 29th instant, and at 
which either Captain Roberts or Mr. French will be instructed to give their attend- 
ance and aid. 

I am, & c. 

The Rev. P. Morgan, p. p. (signed) Lucas . 

Drumgooland. Castlewellan. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 22 March 1842. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to request that you will state, for his 
Excellency’s information, whether John Mageen or any other person laid before 
you the fact of an armed mob assaulting the chapel of Decomet, as is declared to 
have been the case in a recent communication from the Reverend Mr. Morgan, 
and whether any and what steps were taken by you in consequence of such infor- 
mation. 

I am, &c. 

Francis Charles Beers, Esq. (signed) E. Lucas. 

Bally ward, Castlewellan. 



Sir, Lower Drumgooland, 22 March 1842. 

In compliance with the directions of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
which I have just now received, I send you the following list of persons whom I 
think will be required to give testimony concerning certain statements contained 
in a memorial forwarded, and other communications made by me to the Govern- 
ment. These persons are to be summoned to attend at a petty sessions to be 
held at Castlewellan on Tuesday, the 29th of this month. 



Patrick Malone, sen., Ballymageraghy. 
Hugh Henan, of Gargory. 

Jacky Doyle, Cloughskelt. 

James Doyle, jun., Cloughskelt. 

John Murray, Cloughskelt. 

John Morgan, Drumarionald. 

Thomas M'Alindon, Drumadonald. 
Hugh M‘Ardle, Ballyroney. 

Hugh Gilmor, Decomet. 

Edward Burns, Decomet. 

Charles Doran, Ballymacareny. 

Peter O’Hare, Ballymacareny. 
Nicholas Burns, Drumadonald. 



John Mageen, Derryneal. 

Peter M‘Cartan, Derryneal. 
John King, Derryneal. 

John Keenan, Cloughskelt. 
John Fullerton, Decomet. 

John Owens, Cloughskelt. 
John Smyth, Ballyward. 

John Cunningham, Gargory. 
Nicholas Doyle, Cloughskelt. 
Nicholas Doyle, Decomet. 
John M £ Evay, jun., Derryneal. 
Patrick Kearney, Gargory. 
John Gorman, Derryneal. 



In addition to the above list, which I now forward to you, there are some more 
of whose Christian names I am not certain, but whose names, with their places of 
abode, I will transmit to you to-morrow. I beg that you will not think that it was 
any want of courtesy towards you that caused me not to answer your letter of the 
17th before now. I was awaiting the communication which I received from the 
Government this day, that I might be enabled to give a satisfactory answer to 
the letter with which you honoured me. 

To Hill W. Rowan, Esq. (signed) P- Morgan. 

& c. &c. &c. 
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(Immediate.) 

Sir, Banbridge, 23 March 1842. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22d instant, transmitting 
tome a list of persons whom you think will be required to give testimony concern- 
ing certain statements contained in a memorial forwarded, and other communica- 
tions made to Government ; these persons to be summoned to attend at a petty 
sessions to be held at Castlewellan on the 29th of this month. 

It appears that the persons alluded to, 26 in number, are to be examined as 
witnesses only, but your letter does not supply any names or residences of persons 
charged with the perpetration of the offences in question. I have to suggest, 
therefore, that you will be so good as to send to me, as speedily as possible, a 
further list, containing the names and residences, or as many as are known, of 
those persons who are charged with the offences in question, in order that they 
also may be summoned, as it is not the practice, where offenders are known, as 
is assumed to be the case in the present instance, so many witnesses being pre- 
pared to give evidence of the facts, without the alleged offenders being present 
to learn theioffences with which they are charged, and the accusations made against 
them. I farther request that you will please to state in whose name, as com- 
plainants, the summonses are to issue, with offences alleged to have been com- 
mitted, but which appears by your letter of yesterday’s date, not one only, but of 
various descriptions, in order that they also may be inserted in the summonses in 
the usual manner. As much time will be lost in your reply containing the neces- 
sary essentials coming in the first instance to me to Banbridge, I beg to suggest 
that the clerk of tbe petty sessions at Castlewellan (with whom I will commu- 
nicate), on your transmitting to him the information adverted to herein, will pre- 
pare the summonses, and place them in the hands of the sub-inspector of police of 
the district, who will act on them accordingly. I suggest this arrangement for 
your convenience, not my own, there being but four clear days before the holding 
of the sessions. 

I have, &c. 

Rev. P. Morgan, .(signed) Hill W. Rowan. 

Lower Drumgooland. 



Sir, Bally ward Lodge, 23 March 1842. 

In reply to yours of the 2 2d instant, I have to inform you, for his Excellency’s 
information, as follows : On Sunday, the 26th of December last, a persdn of the 
name of John Mageean came to the house of Peter Ward, at the time I was 
engaged in holding the inquest on the body of the late Hugh M'Ardle, and told 
me he could inform me of some persons who fired shots over the Decomet chapel 
the night before. I immediately brought him into Ward’s house, telling him at the 
time I was so engaged I could not attend to him, hut put him into the room where 
we had the prisoners whom we had taken for the murder, saying he was not to stir 
out until I could attend to him. After he had remained for some time in the house 
1 was passing through the room he was in, when he came up to me and asked my 
leave to go out, and from that time until the present I have never seen or heard 
from him or any other person on the subject. 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) Fras. C. Beers. 

This statement which I now make had altogether escaped my recollection until 
•the name of Mageean was mentioned in your letter of this morning. 

E. Lucas, Esq. F. C. B. 

Castle, Dublin. 



Sir, . Lower Drumgooland, 23 March 1842. 

According to my promise in yesterday's letter to you, I forward the following 
list of persons, together with their places of residence, whose attendance I think 
required to prove certain statements referred to in the aforesaid letter to you : 

190. b 4 Hugh 
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Hugh Conalty, of Berown. 
William Conalty, Decomet. 
John Laveny, Decomet. 

Peter Rooney, Moneysland. 
Bernard Rooney, Moneysland. 
James Boyle, Cloughskelt. 
James Smyth, Decomet. 

Hugh Burns, Decomet. 

To Hill W. Rowan, Esq. & c. 
Banbridge. 



James Gallagher, Decomet. 

Ann Burns, Cloughskelt. 

Charles O’Hare, Drumadonald 
Arthur M ‘A idle, Ballyroney. 

Peter Ward, Ballyroney. 

John -Conalty, Drumadonald. 
Denis Kearney, Drumadonald. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) p. Morgan. 



Slr ’ Lower Drumgooland, 24 March 1842. 

I have received jour letter of yesterday, in which you request me to furnish 
you with the names of offenders ; to this I beg to reply, that I have strictlv ful 
tilled the directions communicated to me by his Excellency in Mr. Lucas’s 
of the 20th of this month. I will be prepared to show this on the 2qtb before 
the authorities appointed by his Excellency to attend at Castlewellan pe’ttv se 
sions on that day. ^ v eo * 

Hill W. Rowan, Esq. Banbridge. (signed) ^^P? Morgan. 

P. S. I may mention respectfully to you, that the Lord Lieutenant does not 
dirtedTobSe! ‘° 6 SUmm °“ ed; “ iilTCSti S ati ™’ a Prosecution, is 



County of Down. 

o ,(I m “ leci| ate.) Banbridge, 24 March 1840 

Having been absent on Tuesday, as I intimated was m? intention at clsde 

ik a"n i l" d y ( eSt - erday r?f aged with the county inspector m selectino-’ a fit place 
01 a police 5 anon, I did not receive Mr. Lucas’s letter of the -1st instant whh 

to acknowledge 'it^yyesterday^pos^ 6 ! £ ^ ““ t0 ’° kte 

petty se sions 111 T “T-Tu aS , SU ° h ’ Tuesday next, at Castlewellan 
tlm t he v II lenarelJ f llSt t0 the cIerk of sessions, with a desire 
hands 0 f l P Xn , T 5 1 tlese L P erMS forthwith, and place them in the 
the police without T i‘ of P? 1,ce ’ w| th directions that they shall be served by 

thath'^^nottrdl 1116 R T’ M'-. Morsun, to call his intention to the fact, 
as chamed with thln,° H l 1 , ndl Y ,dual w bom he wishes to have summoned 
pel as former v mted f -““l 1 f °‘' “7 otller °®®ce) ™ his house or cha- 

omission, eith/r to me oM^the cieV ° f SUpP * y tha ? lmportant ’ if aot esselltial 
have suited „iii “? ° c ■ cl?rk ° f pett y sessions, which latter course I 
stale Same J L “ UCh T" “ d dela ^ as aIs ° request that he will 
fo, ed ' .ndT^friw IT" * Z'T C ° mplaint he desires 'he charges to be pre- 
as Mr* Lucas is ft u. nr p if D nature of these charges, as by law required, 

sL^rjferd:, sat b f e rr d ^ ™ V . pe ’ y ~ 

that the alWerl Act °* P ar ^ iamen t. It is quite impossible 

witnesses wlfose 1 “1 u’ ° r ?° me of ‘ ca ""°‘ be named by some of the forty 

tber under all the rimiunl een . su PPh e d to me ; and I respectfully submit whe- 

inforantions to be sworn and warranrin^ r ‘ ght ’ ° r •’ USt ’ ° r expedient > P ermit 
it is evident Mr Mnw * la ” ts t0 1SSUe 011 stateraen ts entirely ex parte, as 

Ws ad °P'">g ‘he extraordinary pro- 
offenders not one injLij i % 1St . of ''■'nesses to be examined against alleged 
defend himself from the 1^1^™.°“ ^ h"™ na “ ed ’ 0r Ca " be preSent ’ t0 

E. Lucas, Esq. &c. (signed) Bill IV. liman. 
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Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 26 March 1842. 

The Rev. Patrick Morgan, p. p. of Drumgooland parish, having by two memo- 
rials and a letter herewith enclosed, and bearing date the 7th January, 23d February, 
and 16th, 17th March respectively, made certain complaints to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, which appear to call for magisterial interference, and his Excellency having, 
by letter of the 21st instant, directed the magistrates sitting in petty sessions at 
Castlewellan on the 22d, to adjourn to the 29th, for the purpose of hearing such 
complaints, if any should be preferred, I am commanded to transmit to you herewith 
copies of a letter written by his Excellency’s orders to Mr. Morgan, on the 21st 
instant, relative thereto, and of three letters of 21st, 25th, and 26th instant, 
respectively, to H. W. Rowan, Esq., r. m., which letters to Mr. Rowan will, 
together with this communication, instruct you in the object for which petty 
sessions have been directed to be held by you on the 29th instant. 

In case the proceedings should not then terminate, you will please to adjourn 
your sessions to such day as you may judge most convenient for all the parties 
concerned. 

If you should feel yourselves under legal or other difficulties, his Excellency 
will, on your representation to that effect, direct that you shall have all the 
assistance that the occasion appears to require. 

If charges shall be made of neglect of duty on the part of the local or stipendiary 
magistrates, that is a subject of which the bench will feel that they are not 
competent to take cognizance. His Excellency will, if it shall appear necessary, 
direct proper inquiry to be made, but not by the bench of magistrates ; their duty 
will be, simply to deal with offences against the peace, not rejecting any evidence 
strictly relating thereto, because it may happen to involve the conduct of a 
magistrate, nor receiving evidence as to the conduct of a magistrate, unless it shall 
strictly relate to and he connected with the offence against the peace then under 
inquiry. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) E. Lucas. 

To the Magistrates sitting in Petty Sessions, 

Castlewellan. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 26 March 1842. 

With reference to my letter of yesterday, and to your report of the same date, 
this day received, requesting instructions as to the petty sessions to be held at 
Castlewellan on the 29th instant, the following is the course which I am directed to 
instruct you to pursue. 

You will, in the first instance, call the parties summoned, and hear any evidence 
they may be prepared to tender, as to outrage or threats against the person or pro- 
perty of the Rev. Mr. Morgan, or against the chapel of which he is the officiating 
minister. 

When satisfied that there exists any foundation for these charges, you will 
require a statement of the names of the persons accused, and will thereupon 
adjourn the hearing to some certain day, directing summonses to issue to enforce 
the attendance of the persons who shall appear to be implicated. 

If any persons accused shall be then present and prepared to meet the charge 
against them, the investigation as to them should proceed. 

You will report fully what shall take place. 

I am, &c. 

H. W. Rowan, r. m., (signed) E. Lucas. 

Banbridge. 



County of Down. 

(Immediate.) Banbridge, 26 March 1842. 

In respectfully acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Lucas s letter of the 25th 
instant, in connexion with my reports of the 24th and 25th instant, with reference 
to the issuing of summonses in the matter of the Rev. Mr. Morgans complaints, 
I beg leave to state that the opinions held by me on the points in question are (as 
1 qo. C 1 am 
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I am much gratified to find) precisely those which Mr. Lucas’s letter confi- 
But having receiled instructions to direct the issue of summonses, on a list™f 
names being furnished to me by Mr. Morgan, I did so accordingly ; and b ° 
letter received by me this morning from the clerit of petty sessions attastlewelf * 
I learn that the summonses have been issued to the sub-inspector. 1 

E. Lucas, Esq. &c. &c. (signed) Hill W. Rowan. 



County of Down. 

. Downpatrick, 29 March i 8 4 v 

In compliance with the directions of His Excellency, a petty sessions was thi 
day held at Castlewellan, for the purpose of enabling the Rev. Mr. Morgan of 
Drumgooland, to substantiate, if practicable, the allegations contained in his memo- 
rial, and other statements to the Lord Lieutenant, respecting the various offence- 
therein adverted to. ■ 

A full minute of the proceedings is transmitted, along with this report and to 
which, _ being hardly legible, in consequence of being taken under circumstances of 
much inconvenience, a copy is annexed. According to the desire of Mr. Morgan 
there were 42 witnesses summoned by the police, as stated by me in my former 
report. It is understood, but 1 cannot vouch for this of my own knowledge that 
many ot those persons, if not all, were actually in attendance at one period of the 
day ; but that on an intimation to them to that effect from Mr. Morgan they 
declined to appear when called on, it having been his expectation (and intention! 
to have proceeded on ex-parte examination of them, for the purpose of provinv his 
allegations, -but without giving the names of any of the alleged offenders, or affording 
thereby an opportunity of testing the veracity of his witnesses. The consequent 
Of such an extraordinary course of proceeding (I need not suggest) would have 
been, under all the circumstances, not only without precedent, but also most tire- 
judicial m its effects. 1 

Mr Morgan brought along with him an attorney, and a reporter connected 
with the Belfast Vindicator newspaper. The magistrates being desirous that there 
should be no concealment of any part of their proceedings, did not avail them- 
selves of their right, in a ministerial inquiry, to exclude professional men and 
newspaper reporters, but permitted both to remain in court, nor did they exclude 
any persons desiring to be present; but they informed the reporter that they 
would not permit any publication, of their proceedings till the whole had termi- 
nated least that the public interests and private characters should be thereby 
prejudiced; and intimated to him, that they expected be would leave his notes 
with them each day pending the inquiry. The extraordinary termination of it ren- 
aed n unnecessary that that rule should be enforced. It also became unneces- 
sary to make any rule as respected the professional gentleman, a Mr. Lennon, in 
consequence of the prosecution being abandoned. There was no excitement what- 
ever, and apparently not more persons in attendance (with the exception of the 
witnesses) than on ordinary occasions. There appeared to be no difference of 
opinion whatever among the magistrates on any subject of the inquiry, one of these 
g emen emg a Roman Catholic. The persons assembled on the occasion 
letued quietly, and without any appearance of the least excitement. 



E. Lucas, Esq. 
&c. &c. &c. 



(signed) Hill W: Rowan. 



At a special petty sessions court held this day at Castlewellan, for the purpose 
Mr ln iui' nQS ‘" t0 char ® es preferred to the Lord Lieutenant by the Rev. 

r- 11 " • r § an ’ Y ‘ p ’ 5 °* Eower Drumgooland, and at which there were present the 
T Tn S d n M?M tr n teS ’ ™-’ Messrs - Rowan, Hill, Bedes, Roberts, Wm. Beers, 
M “? e Rev - Mr - Morgan himself being in attendance, that 

T tTr™, lnformed of the nature of the inquiry directed by his Excellency 
dnr-Hmr it L 'iu and ? f his Excellency’s instructions as to the mode of con- 
, 0 : r " Morgan, after many observations expressive of his great dislike 

anvtnH 3 ? - ? nC f ra Wlth an in( l uir y tire result of which would be to implicate 
hrini h. who l ms c oewr b y riame , or that could have the effect, of any persons 
f “ought, up, before any court for trial oj punishment, stated,, that if the 

magistrates 
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m^odu^ others ^r^e^a^e^Q^ose^^could 6 !! 0 ^ 1 ^^ 11683 ^ 8 su ? lmone ^» or 
prove that the various outrages P compIained of bvTimVd™! ® h S ”' h l ° 
occurred, but that he would not wish toDreceediu L, ,1, ^ ° m “rof “ ti ? e 
trates having taken a note in writing from his dirt fl ma g' s " 

consulting on the matter, and decided that it wonld' ^V?® purpose of 

the efficient and constitutional discharge of their duties as'sectf nor' “ reS[ ! ecled 
with the directions of the Government to Jtl;, . i. " com P lia nce 

they communicated to Mr. Morgan that thev would call be taken ’ and 

at his desire to appear before the bench, « LSfSS TT* 

induce him to bring any parties forward to be prosecuted or Lunished S H» 

decision^ ivhich £ .^dTcopy TwhiS^ ad T d ,udl “ 

in which, as will be observed, he^pressed 

of the magistrates, and his reasons for carrying the matter no farther R P th 
rtuired from the court The magistrates thL S proce“ ea I te panics t 
whom summonses had been issued. There were hut two of the 41 persons sum 
mooed who appeared ; one of whom, Patrick Malone, on being sworn stated that' 
he knew nothing of any of the offences alleged by Mr. Morgan nor of any otbe f 
with be exception of haying got from a'person named B^dy Cne«n aS 

(thi5 , WOman 0n be!n S called, did not appear,) 
threatening letter, which is annexed to this report. The other witness wi n 

SHS 4 T’ T Ja l key Stated that he nothing of the matl 
and did not Wish to be sworn as he had nothing to say. The court w” then 
adjourned, the magistrates in attendance having signed tife books. Mr Morgan 
farther stated, as m proof that he desired no person to be punished that had such 
been his object, he would have taken another course, andwould have brought the 

£“r rd 1D d he S , aP l°/ a c , om P laint to the Government, but woufd have 
brought the accused parties before the sessions in the regular way. 



and a ? nded °“i ruesda y>, ‘! la = 9 ‘h of March, 1842, at Castlewellan petty sessibns 
andXr pared t0 “fahhsh by evidence the facts mentioned in my memorial 
and other communications to the Government. J 

nf rt, Ut 1 7 as infor ” ed b y the magistrates present, that the names of the perpeirators 

be inonireri ag ft ?J, her c0 ”P lalned o( b y ™ to the Government, would 

• inquired after by them, and that if any person was sworn against, that he would 
„ prosecuted. I declined proceeding under these circumstances, entirely from a 
persuasion that such a course would be injurious to the peace of the country, and 
mbecomnig roe as a clergyman. And I am pursuaded that the magistrates present 
acted according to the instructions given them from the Government, and afforded 
according to their instructions, the fullest opportunity of investigating the case. ’ 



Castlewellan Court House, 
29 March 1 842. 



(signed) P. Morgan. 



vii I?, ? Mtt u ne ’ I . 1 ' ,ta these hnes t0 y° u to lot you know you are making 

S 1 u busy about that b °y "' as sbot on Christmaa niglit, if you dont say les? 
and hold your tong, you will get the next visit ; and we can fetch thirty thousand 
to jour door ; tell priest Morgan to get his keckling, or we will give him a visit ; 
hell get Morgans death, and we shall found you kind to us when we come 
house > onl y that your soul was wandering before; now take care of 
joursetf, tor I am pleading for you night; and I dout it will beat me to save you 
the priest for his talk ; our core is fear not. J 

To Patrick Malone. 



190. 
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Date 

ijOf 

Examination. 


Complainant's Name. 


Name 

of the alleged 
Offence. 


Nature of Offence. 


Date 

of 

Offence. 


Depositions of Witnesses, 
and ’ 

Magistrates’ Decision. 


.March 29, 

it 8^23: • 


Patrick Ivl alone - 




Threatening letter 


- - End of 
December 
1841. 


- ■ States the anony- 
mous letter in ques- 
tion was given to him 
about the latter end 
of December 1841, by 
Biddy Branigan, of 
Ballymaginchy; knows 
nothing more of the 
matter. Biddy Bra- 
nigan called, but did 
not appear. No deci- 
sion. 




Jacky Doyle 








- - States he can give 
no evidence of any 
outrage, and that he 
does not wish to be 
sworn. No decision. 



(signed) Hill ffl. Rowan. Alex. M‘Mullin. 

Fras. C. Beers. John Lees. 

J. Crammer Roberts. Wm. Beers. 

Petty Sessions Court at Castlewellan, Wm. G. Hill. 

29 March 1842. 

jy. b. This arrangement of the Minute of proceedings was as found, it being expected that much 

evidence would have been gone into, and it was therefore necessary to take such course as should 
condense the matter into the smallest compass. 
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